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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The rejection of claims 5 forth in the office action mailed 6/6/07 have been 
maintained below. Applicant's arguments regarding the rejection of claim 6 are 
persuasive; however, claim 6 has been rejected over a reference cited in a newly 
submitted IDS. Newly added claims 12 and 14 have also been rejected for the reasons 
discussed below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Claims 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claims 13-14 recite resinous material compositions 
containing 20 parts by weight of a fluororesin and 80 parts by weight of specific 
thermoplastic resins. As the concentrations of the components add up to 100 parts by 
weight, the composition should be closed to additional components, but the claims use 
the open-ended "comprising", implying that the resinous material can include additional 
components. It is also noted that the application as originally filed does not provide 
support for resinous materials of this type that contain components other than the 
fluororesin and the thermoplastic resin. The examiner therefore recommends that 
"comprising" be changed to "consisting of. 
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3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 6 and 14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by JP 
2002-265630. 

An English machine translation of the JP '630 reference has been relied upon in 
setting forth this rejection. In paragraph 19, JP '630 discloses a resin composition 
comprising polyetheretherketone (PEEK), a thermoplastic resin, and 
polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE), a fluororesin. The resin in made by heating and 
kneading together the PEEK and PTFE, as recited in claim 6. In examples 3-6 Table 1 
of 'JP 630, the weight proportions of PEEK and PTFE fall within the ranges recited in 
claim 6 (based on a total concentration of 100 parts per weight for the composition). The 
resin of JP '630 therefore meets the limitations of claim 6. In paragraph 9, JP '630 
teaches that the thermoplastic resin can be polyamidoimide (PAI). When PAI is 
substituted for PEEK in examples 4-5 of JP '630, the limitations of claim 14 are met. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. Claims 5 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Seguchi in view of JP 63-1 79965 and Wicks. 

The rejection of claim 5 is adequately set forth in paragraph 3 of the office action 
mailed 6/6/07, which is incorporated here by reference. Since Seguchi and JP '965 



Application/Control Number: Page 4 

10/685,782 

Art Unit: 1797 

disclose a composition comprising the resinous material of claim 12 and a lubricating 
oil, the lubricating oil will clearly be in contact with the resinous material, as in claim 12, 
and as JP '965 further teaches that the lubricating oil lubricates the resinous material 
(see page 5 of the translation of JP '965 entered into the record on 1/19/07), the 
limitations of claim 1 2 are met as well. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 1 3 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. The prior art, as exemplified by 
JP '630 discloses a resinous material made from a fluororesin and a thermoplastic 
resin, but does not teach or suggest the use of polyamide 66 resin as the thermoplastic 
resin. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the lubricating oil of JP '965 is incorporated into the 
composition rather than in contact with the resin. However, these are not mutually 
exclusive, and a lubricating oil incorporated into a resinous material is clearly in contact 
with the material. It is further noted that JP '965 discloses that the lubricant reduces the 
friction coefficient and improves the abrasion resistance and sliding property of the 
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resinous material, illustrating that the lubricating oil is lubricating the surface of the 
material. 

Applicant further argues that the data reported pages 1 7-24 of the specification 
provide objective evidence of nonobviousness. However, the examples for which the 
data is reported are specific resins with specific concentrations of specific thermoplastic 
resins and fluororesins, and therefore not commensurate with the scope of claim 5, 
which recites and fluororesin and any thermoplastic resin in a broader concentration 
range. 

Applicant's arguments regarding claim 6 are moot in light of the new ground of 
rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Goloboy whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2476. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Caldarola can be reached on 571-272-1444. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 
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